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C A L I F O R N I A
S T U D E N T  A I D
C O M M I S S I O N

Cal Grant A and B recipients who plan to enroll in a teaching credential program may be eligible
for renewal of their Cal Grant award. Renewal recipients are eligible for an additional year of
grant benefits to help pay for those courses required for an initial teaching credential which could
include those necessary to obtain a clear credential provided the recipient has not applied for or
received a preliminary credential. Awards may not be used for other courses of graduate study.
Students must receive their undergraduate degree prior to receiving additional benefits, and are
allowed 15 months after receiving a bachelor’s degree or exhausting their undergraduate Cal
Grant benefits (whichever occurs first) before they must reactivate their grant.

Who is Eligible to Apply?
Cal Grant A and B recipients who:
• complete a bachelor’s degree before reactivating their Cal Grant award in a teaching

program.
• have not received an initial teaching credential.
• are accepted and enrolled in a professional teacher preparation program at an institution

approved by the California Commission on Teacher Credentialing within 15 months of
exhausting Cal Grant benefits or receiving a bachelor’s degree (whichever occurs first).

• continue to demonstrate financial need required for Cal Grant eligibility.

When to Apply?
Eligible recipients should apply for an extension of their Cal Grant award after formal acceptance
into a teaching credential program and as early as possible prior to their enrollment.

How to Apply?
All students who are planning to enroll in an approved teaching credential program and wish to
continue receiving Cal Grant benefits are required to submit a Request For Cal Grant Teaching
Credential Program Benefits (G-44).  This form may be requested from the Student Aid

Commission or campus financial aid offices. Participants in this program will be required to file
the Free Application for Federal Student Financial Aid (FAFSA) with the financial aid office
where they will enroll to establish their continuing financial eligibility for an additional year of
benefits. A FAFSA should be filed for any academic year in which the grant benefits will be
sought.

Policies and Procedures
Listed below are Cal Grant policies which apply to those students who are receiving a Cal Grant
award for their enrollment in a teaching credential program. Retain a copy of this fact sheet with
the Cal Grant Reference Manual and return the original form.
• Failure to reactivate grant benefits in an approved teaching credential program within 15

months of exhausting Cal Grant benefits or receiving a bachelor’s degree (which ever occurs
first) will result in forfeiture of additional eligibility.

• Recipients who suspend their studies or complete less than six units may apply for a leave
of absence, after receiving one payment of additional grant benefits. A leave of absence will
not be approved if it results in the student exceeding the 15-month grace period.

• A FAFSA should be filed before the Cal Grant filing deadline for any academic year in which
grant benefits will be sought.

• Recipients must continue to demonstrate financial need required for Cal Grant eligibility.
• Cal Grant recipients are required to notify the Commission of any change in name or mailing

address. Because enrollment may be postponed for no more than 15 months, it is essential
that any change in name and address be reported to the Commission. Failure to do so may
result in forfeiture of additional eligibility.

• The college will be required to confirm eligibility for these additional benefits. If the college is
unable to verify an applicant’s eligibility for this program the grant will be withdrawn.

Request for Cal Grant Teaching Credential Program Benefits
Mail to: California Student Aid Commission, Grant Services Branch, P.O. Box 510845, Sacramento, CA 94245-0845

Do not complete this form until you have been accepted into an approved teaching credential program. YOU MUST RECEIVE AN UNDERG RADUATE DEGREE PRIOR TO BEING
ELIGIBLE TO RECEIVE ADDITIONAL BENEFITS.  NOTE: Failure to activate your award through acceptance and enrollment in an approved  teaching credential program within 15
months after receiving a bachelor’s degree or exhausting Cal Grant benefits (whichever comes first) will result in forfeiture o f consideration for additional Cal Grant benefits.

Section I: Student Demographic Information  — Please complete this section if your name and address are not printed above or if your name and/or address differs from that printed above.

Last name First name Middle name Social Security number

Street address City State                     Zip code

Is this an address change from what you previously reported for Cal Grant purposes?        Yes       No

Section II:  Enrollment Information

Have you received a bachelor’s degree? (check one): Yes — Receipt date of bachelor’s degree: ___________________________

No — If no, when do you expect to receive it? _______________________

I am/was a recipient in (check one):        Cal Grant A            Cal Grant B

I have been or will be formally accepted into a teaching credential program.  Date:___________________________

I currently hold or expect to receive the following credentials .  If no credentials are held or expected to be received prior to the date listed above , mark "NONE" by each credential.

______________Preliminary credential ________________Clear credential Date expected/received:________________

Date applied: ________________ ________________Emergency credential Date expected/received:________________

Date will apply: ________________ ________________Other credential Date expected/received:________________

Date received: ________________

Date expected
to receive: ________________

I have been accepted to attend the following college/university:

School name

Street address City State                     Zip code

Is this a change from your previous school? (check one):       Yes              No
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